NEAT News is an occasional publication for Napton residents and
businesses (funded by Warwickshire CC’ Green Shoots Fund) that shares
information about the positive things that are happening – and what you
can do - to tackle our changing climate, loss of natural diversity and
scarcity of resources. NEAT aims to focus on activities that are often
happening behind the scenes, and which are unreported in the
mainstream media. We aim to bring you stories about things which, if they
do not affect you now – are likely to do so in the medium term as the UK
and world adapts to a different future.
Across the quarterly series we hope that there will be something of interest
to all in our community. Future editions will look at food, biodiversity and
farming, transport, and energy issues.

In welcoming the first edition of
NEAT News Tom Heap says …
“There are many causes of
climate change that are beyond our
control but when it comes to what we
buy and what we bin, we are definitely
in the driving seat. So choose wisely: if
you need it and you'll use it then 'Great',
shop away, whilst keeping an eye out
for the climate friendly option. And have
you seen all the 'Share and Repair'
projects locally or online? From tools to
T-shirts, fixing, swapping and
bartering is the new shopping.“

We asked local friends Amy Quigg and Catherine Grove who are behind
the set up and success of War on Waste (WoW) Napton – how it came
about. Apparently, it took Amy’s parents living in Napton forever asking
her to pass things on through the Southam groups that led to a
conversation with Catherine as to whether WoW would work in smaller
villages.
Catherine says “WoW Napton
came about one evening last year,
just after the news that all journeys
that were classed as non-essential
were to be stopped.
“We thought that being a small village, members would be able to collect
items whilst taking outdoor exercise. By August this year WoW Napton
has over a thousand members.
Amy adds “The whole idea was to recycle items instead of sending them
to landfill. The idea that someone needs something someone else no
longer has a use for was brilliant and people kept joining and posting their
unwanted items. I don't think we anticipated how successful it would be
and it gives us both great pleasure knowing items aren't going to waste
and helping other people out.”
Catherine went on to say, “We had seen the other WoW groups grow in
strength (Southam, Harbury, Bishops Itchington) and become valuable
assets to local communities.”
“The main aim being helping each other, and it’s been wonderful seeing all
our members doing just that. We have seen some wonderful acts of
kindness at a time when lockdown was making us all a little loco - from
offering delivery of large items to helping new residents starting up their
new homes.” “One man’s trash really is another’s treasure. Without
becoming a cliche queen, it’s been so nice to see the turn around and
we’re no longer an easy come/easy go, everything’s disposable society.”
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Do you find yourself wishing to borrow a tool but do not know who to ask?
Do you have skills that you could share with others? Do you want to find
others in your community that you can share with? If so, there is an app
for this. Welcome to Shuse!
We are building an online sharing hub that aims
to bring in the community and make sharing
easy. We are currently in development, and we
need you to join us on this journey. Contact us at join@shuse.co.uk or
visit www.shuse.co.uk for more information.
Annabelle Pask and Gabryel Mason Williams
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Changes to your collections
Most will know that our domestic collections are carried out by Biffa on
behalf of Stratford DC, whilst county wide general waste management and
disposal is run by Warwickshire CC. Local collection arrangements will
change in August 2022 as Stratford and Warwick DC’s having agreed to
procure one contractor for both council areas. Currently WDC’s contract is
undertaken by Suez UK Ltd.
As a result of the UK’s National Waste Strategy
from 2022 it is proposed that all local collection
authorities will have to collect food waste weekly.
Locally, this is due to begin from August 2022 with
the start of the new South Warwickshire contract.
Recycling collections will stay fortnightly, and
general waste will move to three weekly.
Other things, such as what is collected will be
changing within the next few years. Overall, we need to expect big
changes designed to reduce CO2 emissions and achieve better use of
natural resources. Current collection, recycling and disposal arrangements
were designed in a different era when it was assumed there was an
inexhaustible supply of new materials and no consequences to our
consumption levels.

Recycling Now
Within the District recycling increased substantially
over the last year mainly because of more people
working from home and having time to declutter. In
the nine months to December ‘20 11,807 tonnes
were recycled compared with 10,383 in the same
period in 2019. This equates to nearly 14% extra –
enough to fill around 30 double decker buses. If
that rate continued over the year it would amount to
roughly 250 kilos for each household.
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Recycling bin contents were, until the recent fire, taken to the Recycling
Centre at Ettington (Pure Recycling Ltd). The contents would go through
several sorting stages to separate materials into different types. Bin
contents for February 2021 showed around 1% was ‘non-target’ materials
(items wrongly put in the bins) and 9% was ‘waste’ (plastic film, dirty
containers with food / liquids still inside and wet cardboard). Pure and
similar operations need to find other businesses to use the materials that
they separate out. The cleaner the materials - the more interested the
end-user, the more materials get re-used, the more economic the
operation.
The 10% waste / non-target materials were taken to Rugby to be
converted into fuel pellets and used in the making of cement by Cemex.
Since the fire in July most of the material is being delivered to WCC’s
Recycling Centre near Atherstone with 2 loads a day taken to a facility in
Worcestershire. Before the fire, the net cost per recycling collection was
40p. This will have gone up considerably due to the extra haulage costs.

What happens your general waste?
In the year to 31 March this year, general waste collected from kerbside
collections and Household Waste and Recycling Centres totalled 25,900
tonnes. That equates to 416 kilos per household1. Depending on where it
goes (i.e. Coventry’s incinerator or landfill the disposal costs vary). At an
average of £98 / tonne general waste disposal costs over £2.5 M a year in
our district – or nearly £41 per household. A recent survey of 100 councils
showed 11% of recyclable materials collected are incinerated. The
Warwickshire figure is estimated between 5-10%.

NEAT is very grateful to
Warwickshire CC through its
‘Green Shoots Fund’ for
enabling the printing of
NEAT News.

1

Based on 62,159 households for Council Tax
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Sonia Eldredge
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The state of the world including biodiversity loss and climate change can for
some lead to feelings of helplessness, sadness, anxiety and maybe
depression.
This is increasingly being recognised with young adults, teenagers and
children who come to believe that their future has been messed up. ‘Some
parents are unintentionally dismissive, minimizing, or belittling of their kids
environmental concerns. Kids want to believe that grown-ups have a plan,
but when it comes to climate change, adults have left the next
generation with more questions than answers.’2.
A lot of work has been done to understand and address this issue - with a
key message for parents being that young people’s concerns should be
listened to, understood – and that they as adults need to take responsibility
alongside their children for doing something to help.
For further information and help search for the ‘Royal College of
Psychiatrists’ and then for ‘eco-distress for young people’ and have a listen
to the podcasts on the Climate Psychology Alliance website. A lot are
interviews with young people or about the importance of their feelings.

NEAT’s Objectives
To tackle climate change and ecological challenges and actively promote the
lifestyle changes needed for a sustainable future, thereby protecting the
interests of current and future generations, and regenerating the natural
environment of which we are a part and dependent on for our future.

To get involved – email neat@gmx.co.uk

2 Extracts from Here’s how to talk with your kids about climate anxiety (search term grist.org). Ariella Cook-Shonkoff on Feb 23, 2021
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Trying to do the right thing isn’t easy when the packaging we buy has so
many ‘green’ labels that seem to promote their recycling. Sadly, many
are not all they seem, and some are downright misleading!
A UK survey last year showed how little we know, even though some have
been in use for over 40 years. 61% failed to understand the ten most
prevalent recycling logos used on UK packaging.
So how many of
these logos do
you recognise
and what do
they mean?
Test yourself and
your family. Time
yourself. Use the
internet. How
easy is it to get
the right answer?

How did you do?

The answers are on p16

As someone that has worked in waste management and recycling all my
life, you’d expect me to know these, but even I struggled with one or two of
them. No wonder the average shopper can get confused and uncertain.
Surveys show people still rely on the on-pack labels most of all about what
can and can’t be recycled. Over 2,500 consumers responded to a 2019
survey
• 65% of them use on pack labelling as their primary / regular source,
• 59% on the sticker on the bin, 54% the local council leaflet, and 35%
the council website.
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Getting the label right is critical.
Since late 2020 real progress has been made. The logos that
suggested ‘widely recycled’ and ‘check locally’ - have now been
replaced with simple ‘recycle’ or ‘don’t recycle’ logos
These are being rolled out across 90% of
brands in supermarkets through the
voluntary on-pack labelling scheme. This
will make it easier to know whether to put
the used packaging to your blue lidded
recycling bin or not!
Packaging contributes only 3% of the
emissions associated with a product’s
carbon footprint. Good packaging that avoids food waste is good
packaging whatever the material – it’s then up to us all to buy only what
we’re going to use!

Genuine change or just Greenwash?
Many brands have been making progress on reducing their packaging,
using recycled materials or switching to more recyclable materials (like
aluminium / glass rather than plastic). However, we need to be careful
about all the greenwashing claims and separate them from the real
sustainable good news stories that are now being made – for many brands
the environment is helping them to sell more!
The Advertising Standards Authority and Competition & Markets Authority
are both, rightly, taking a lively interest in the green claims and credentials
of many household brands. This is good news for us, as many will have to
provide evidence to support their claims or change them, which should
help ensure we don’t make a decision in good faith and then end up
disappointed!
Dr. Adam Read,
External Affairs Director, Suez UK Ltd
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Significant national policy reforms are in hand now and in coming
years. These will help ensure the UK not only has a world class
recycling system, but one that drives forward both a green recovery and a more ‘circular economy’ with material consumption dropping,
more reuse and repair services, greater recycling. It’ll also mean our
reduced (black bag) waste will help to provide the resources / fuels to
enable other sectors to decarbonise (manufacturing, transportation,
agriculture etc).

Policy Change

Existing Position + Impacts

Plastic Tax
From April 2022 manufacturers will
have to pay £200 per tonne for
plastic packaging that has less
than 30% recycled plastic content.

This shouldn’t affect us as
consumers in any way, other than
give us confidence that our plastics
are being collected and recycled.

‘Extended Producer Responsibility’
This, the most significant change,
Currently the packaging recycling
will ensure brands must pay a tax
system is funded by local
for any packaging (any material),
government up to 90% and by
placed on the market that reflects
brands 10%. By 2025 brands will
the full lifetime costs of the
be picking up almost all these costs
collecting and recycling (or
generating an expected £1.5
disposing) it. Final details have
billion/pa to fund better collections,
been consulted on this summer.
handling, sorting and recycling
EPR will apply to all packaging
systems. This should result in
types – with lower taxes on those
better services for us all - and
containers that are easier to
possibly the inclusion of more
recycle. Government’s response to materials to recycle. Watch this
the consultation is expected in
space!
early 2022.
Deposit Return Schemes
The
other
game
changing
consultation - concerns the final
details on a planned system where
we pay a 20p deposit on our bottles

The intention of the deposit system
reforms is to increase recycling of
key materials (aluminium, plastic,
glass etc). The impact is uncertain
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and cans etc., which we can reclaim
when we return them to the shop, to
an automated ‘reverse vending’
machine, or possibly by scanning
these items on a mobile phone app
and placing them in your recycling
box. 2025 is probably the soonest
we will see this in operation.
Consistent Recycling Collections
The final set of reforms concerns
the provision of consistent key
material collections from all
households and businesses, which
currently varies from one location
to the next.

right now. A 2 litre bottle of pop will
have a 20p deposit, whilst 6 cans
will have £1.20 in deposits.
I will let you make your mind up on
what you will be willing to pay and
do.

Not all local authorities will deliver
on day one in April 2024, instead
having up to 7 years, enabling
them to work through their existing
contracts or replace their collection
vehicle fleet when appropriate.

Not only will bottles, jars, cans be
targeted alongside paper, card and
food waste, but it is likely that
cartons and flexible packaging
(crisp packets / chocolate
wrappers) will be included.
We should see a significant
increase in materials being
captured and recycled, and I
expect many people and
businesses will experience a
change in their collection service to
keep the quality high, thus ensuring
more of the materials go back
through the system to end up back
in new packaging.

Hopefully these changes will make it less confusing, simpler, and give you
more confidence that your effort is worth it.
Dr. Adam Read,
External Affairs Director, Suez UK Ltd
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Sonia Eldredge
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We currently live in a ‘LINEAR ECONOMY’
often described as a ‘take (‘free resources’ from the earth and seas –
make (all the goods we need to live) - use – waste (typically most
things – those ‘free resources’ are thrown away) economy.

We need to move to a ‘CIRCULAR ECONOMY‘
“A circular economy is based on the principles of designing out waste
and pollution, keeping products and materials in use, and regenerating
natural systems.”
“Waste and pollution are
not accidents, but the
consequences of decisions
made at the design stage,
where about 80% of
environmental impacts are
determined. By changing
our mind-set to see waste
as a design flaw and by
harnessing new materials
and technologies, we can
ensure that waste and
pollution are not created in
the first place.”
“By designing out waste and pollution, keeping products and materials in
use, and regenerating natural systems we can reinvent everything.”
There are likely to be plenty of business opportunities and jobs in
such a time of change for those prepared to go after them. Many
industries and companies are starting to adapt and lots of new enterprises
are starting up with what could be groundbreaking ideas and products.
Copy and images courtesy of the
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Look in the grid to find the items listed
below, all of which can bought in plasticfree packaging or in refillable containers. The
remaining letters will spell out a refillable
container.

Sonia Eldredge

Find that word and email your answer to ‘neat@gmx.co.uk’ before
Midnight on 30th September. A winner will be picked at random on 2nd
October.
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Answers to the logo quiz on p8
1.
2.
3.
4.
5.

6.
7.
8.

9.

'Tidy man' - a reminder to properly dispose of waste in a bin.
‘Mobius loop’ - means ‘capable of being recycle’. It does not mean it has been
recycled before, or that it will be recycled.
‘Check locally’ - collected for recycling by 20-75% of local authorities, so you
should check with your local council (not in use since 2021)
‘Compostable’ - place this item in the bin you put your green / garden waste.
‘Widely recycled’ - collected for recycling by more than 75% per cent of local
authorities. There may be specific instruction for it to be recycled, like rinsing out
the packaging, or removing the sleeve or lid.(not in use since 2021)
‘Plastics’ - tells you what kind of plastic it is made from, to help you understand
how to recycle it. e.g., PET – is widely recycled, but other plastics are not.
‘Forest Stewardship Council’ - product has been made from wood and sourced
from a responsibly managed forest.
‘Green Dot’ - the manufacturers / brands have made a financial contribution
towards the recovery - recycling of packaging in Europe. It doesn’t guarantee
recycled content or that it will be recycled.
‘Aluminium’ - created from recyclable aluminium, such as a drinks / deodorant
cans or foil.

Thanks to all our contributors: Tom Heap; Amy Quigg and Catherine
Grove Napton - War on Waste; Annabelle Pask and Gabryel Mason
Williams – Shuse; Caroline Faulkner – Warwickshire CC; Chris Dobson –
Stratford on Avon DC; Judith Anderson – Climate Psychology Alliance;
and the Ellen Macarthur Foundation for use of information from their
website. In addition, many thanks go to Margaret Ingham for the printing
of NEAT News. If you don’t know she is responsible for monthly production
of The Napton Parish Magazine another great service to the community.
Editorial: Sonia Eldredge, Dr. Adam Read, Jonathan Horsfield
Disclaimer: The content of NEAT News
has been put together both by individuals
at the top of their profession, and by other
enthusiastic local people passionate about
supporting change. We hope we’ve got it
right!

Feel free to contact us if you have any comments on the
content of the this first edition, if you have any relevant positive
news items for future editions, or would like to get involved in
NEAT’s activities – neat@gmx.co.uk

